
Urban Design Competition

01: The Rust Belt 
Abandoned Chrysler Engine Plant Redevelopment

March 1 - August 1, 2015



About the Competition
The aim of this International competition is to design a new urban area that will 
act as a catalyst in the heart of Kenosha, WI. The architecture and design of this 
new area should reflect contemporary design tendencies. The proposal must 
not only attend to the specific site but the design should also take into 
consideration the surrounding urban fabric and the impact your new design will 
have on on the sites surrounding and the entire Kenosha area as a whole. 
 

Competition Structure
This is a single stage Competition with the aim of identifying the most 
appropriate proposal, which best satisfies the objective of the contest.

Program and Design Criteria
There is no specific program or design criteria.  Even though the use is open 
ended all designs should address 4 aspects (History of the Site and City, The 
Sites Surrounding Urban Fabric, Industries of Kenosha, and Transportation 
Options)

Competition Project Disclaimer
This is an open international competition hosted by UD4U to generate 
progressive contemporary urban design ideas. There are no plans for any of the 
winners or participants projects to be built.



Those Eligible to Participate
Architects, Architecture Graduated, Engineers and Students.
Interdisciplinary teams are also encouraged to enter the competition.

Employees, staff, consultants, agents or family members of UD4U personnel, as 
well as employees, partners, friends, family, personnel, office practice or studios
associated with any of the jurors are not allowed to participate in this 
competition.

Restrictions
There are no restrictions for this international competition.
Registration and participation in the competition implies an immediate 
acceptance by the entrants of all terms & conditions governing the site and 
competition.

Awards
Winning participants will receive prizes totaling US$ 5,000 with the distribution 
as follows:
1st Place: US$ 2,500
2nd Place: US$ 1,250
3rd Place: US$ 750
There will also be 5 honorable mentions receiving $100 each.



Publication
1st Prize, 2nd Prize and 3rd Prize will potentially be published in a number of 
magazines and blogs as well as on the UD4U website.

Schedule
Competition Officially Announced: March 1, 2015
Standard Registration: March 1 - May 31, 2015
Late Registration: June 1 - July 31, 2015
Deadline for Questions: July, 15 2015
Closing Date for Submissions: August 1, 2015
Jury Evaluation: August 10-14, 2015
Announcement of Winners and Publication at www.udforu.com: August 17, 2015
Note: All deadlines are 11:59 pm - 00:00 CST (Chicago).

Fees
Registration: US $100 from March 1 - May 31, 2015
Late Registration: US $140 from June 1 - July 31, 2015

Entrants may register by filling out the registration form and submitting it with 
the appropriate payment through our secure gateway.

Note:
It will not be possible to amend or update any information on your registration 
including the names of team members once validated.

Method of Payment:
Payments can be made to UD4U by the following methods:
-Credit/Debit: VISA, Master Card, American Express, JCB, Discover, Diners Club.
-PayPal



Submission Requirements
(2) horizontal boards, as digital images, with the details listed below must be 
submitted via email to competitions@udforu.com or uploaded on the website:
-Subject of email: Subject of the email must be your unique registration number.
-Image Format: A single zipped file containg both boards as JPGs or PNGs.
-Dimensions of each board: 3500 width x 2600 height (pixels) /36.45 x 27.08 
inches/92.6 x 68.79 centimeters at minimum of 96dpi.
-File Name: The image file name must correspond to your unique registration 
number.  (Example: 333333(1).jpg and 333333(2).png where 333333 represents 
your unique registration number assigned to you during registration).
-Max. File Size: 2.5 MB/each for the Boards or 5MB for the Zip file. 

Additional Submission Information
The presentation technique is absolutely open and at the discretion of the 
entrant. However, it is recommended that the boards submitted be formatted in 
such a way that the main idea/plan/perspectives and summary be on Board #1, 
with more of the supporting information and images on Board #2 and that they 
include the following information which reflects the main concept of the design:
-Plans,
-Diagrams,
-Perspectives

The presentation should clearly document the proposed design as well as the 
approach to the project. Ideas regarding organization, materials, treatment of 
the location and the design should be included when considered relevant.
The total area of the project should be included on a part of the image. Any 
other text or numerical description should be expressed in English only and it 
should be incorporated into the graphical presentation of the project.
Entrant’s unique Registration Number should appear on the upper right side of 
the image.

Note:
Entrants are advised to send or upload their submissions using the email 
address used for registration on UD4U’s website, as submissions from a 
different or an un-recognised e-mail account might be treated as Spam and also 
prevent us from tracing you in the event we have to contact you.



Jury
The Jury for this International Competition will comprise of UD4U staff and the 
invited guest jurors listed on the competition website page.

Evaluation and Judging Process
The Jury will review the submitted entries based on the competition’s set of 
objectives and from the short-listed entries select the competition winners with 
an UD4U consultant overseeing each stage of the process.
The Jury’s decision will be final as stated in the competition’s terms and 
conditions.

Evaluation Criteria
Entries will be evaluated based on how the designs address the following 4 
criteria: History of the Site and City, The Sites Surrounding Urban Fabric, 
Industries of Kenosha, and Transportation Options

Resources
For further information relating to this Competition, the participants may view 
the “Resources” document that is available for download after Registration and 
conatins links to several different websites, maps, and gis data.  Those 
documents available for download also include higher res version of some of 
the maps and images contained within the competition brief.  



Communication and Technical Enquiries
UD4U is responsible for the enforcement of all Competition Rules, management 
and fair processes. All enquiries and contact relating to the Competition must 
be addressed to UD4U by e-mail at competitions@udforu.com
Please be advised that any attempt to get in contact with the jury in relation to 
the Contest will result in the immediate disqualification of the entrant.

Queries and Questions
All queries regarding the registration, process, fees or payment can email any 
questions to: competitions@udforu.com

Terms and Conditions
Please see the terms and conditions from the link on the register page sign up 
form. 



Introduction to Kenosha
An early group of Native Americans originally named Kenosha, Wisconsin 
Kenozia which means “place of the Pike”.  In 1836, after more settlers arrived 
and the first post office was established, it was renamed to Pike Creek. In the 
ensuing years, the area became an important Great Lakes shipping port and the 
village was once again renamed — to Southport. In 1850, one last change gave 
Kenosha its current title, a modernized version of the early Kenozia, and the 
name for which the county is also named.

The transportation industry developed much of the area’s great economic 
resources. Kenosha has been the home to many well-known automotive 
industry leaders such as Nash Motor Company, American Motors Company and 
DaimlerChrysler Corporation. Other industry giants that make the Kenosha Area 
their home today include Snap-on, Ocean Spray, Jelly Belly Candy Co., Uline, 
Amazon, and Jockey International.



The Kenosha Area is filled with interesting and unique historical places, 
including the United States’ oldest operating velodrome (bicycle racing track). 
Weekly races are still held there in the summer months, drawing crowds from 
near and far. Kenosha is also one of only three Wisconsin cities to have more 
than one National Register Historic District. Visit Kenosha’s four National 
Register Historic Districts — including the Civic Center Historic District, Library 
Park Historic District, Third Avenue Historic District and the Pearl Street Historic 
District — as well as two historic lighthouses.  Kenosha’s rich history is 
preserved and proudly displayed at various museums, including the home of 
the Kenosha County Historical Society – the Kenosha History Center.

The Kenosha Area also boasts a number of famous names and faces who are 
from our community. What do The Odd Couple, Happy Days and On.Cor 
frozen dinner commercials have in common? Well, Al Molinaro of course! Al is a 
proud native of Kenosha and says that he loves the area’s culture and 
friendliness. Two-time Emmy winner Daniel J. Travanti of Hill Street Blues fame 
and movie actor Mark Ruffalo (“The Hulk”) also once called Kenosha home. 
Cocoon’s Don Ameche and War of the Worlds radio broadcast creator Orson 
Welles also lived in Kenosha at one time or another. Kenosha is also the 
hometown of Miss America 2012 Laura Kaeppeler.

Kenosha has an estimated population of 99,889 as of July 1, 2013 and is the 
fourth-largest city in Wisconsin. Kenosha is also the fourth-largest city on the 
western shore of Lake Michigan, preceded by Chicago, Milwaukee, and Green 
Bay.  Kenosha’s passenger train station is the last stop on Chicago’s Union 
Pacific North Metra Line and is located almost halfway between Milwaukee and 
Chicago.



Site Selection and Area Details
The former Chrysler Kenosha Engine Plant property is 107 acres in size and 
located at 5555 30th Avenue in the heart of the city. Approximately 3,700 
residential-related properties – of which 2,400 are single-family homes – and 
eight schools located within one-half mile of the plant. Its general boundaries 
are 52nd Street to the north, 60th Street to the south, 24th Avenue to the east, 
and 30th Avenue to the west.

Kenosha is located 35 miles (56 km) south of Milwaukee, WI and 50 miles north 
of Chicago, IL and for the census is condered to be a part of, what is locally 
called, the Chicagoland Metropolitan Area.

Transportation is dominated mostly by cars within the city, with a limited city bus 
system, a Metra line serving Chicago, and limited private bus companies 
connecting the city to other cities in the region. 





History of the Site
Kenosha’s economy was once dominated by making cars. There were two 
major assembly plants, one on the lake that was shut three decades ago, and 
one a mile inland that operates today in a muted manner from the days when 
workers made Nash, American Motors, Renault and finally Chrysler cars there.
The former Chrysler Engine Plant property is located in the heart of Kenosha in 
southeast Wisconsin. The plant first opened for automobile production in 1902 
under Thomas B. Jeffery and was part of Kenosha’s long-standing history in auto
manufacturing, later housing Nash Motors and American Motors Company.

Over the years, a series of mergers and buyouts changed the company name 
several times – Nash Motors, Nash-Kelvinator and American Motors are a few 
examples. Eventually the Chrysler Corporation bought the site, and in 1998 
Chrysler itself was bought by DaimlerAG, which owned the site until 2007, when 
Cerberus Capital Management bought the company.
The facility produced a number of famous vehicles and their parts, including 
Nash Ramblers, Dodge Diplomats and AMC engines used in Jeeps. After a 
resurgence in engine building at the plant in the late 1990s and early 2000s, the 
plant was a casualty of the 2007-2009 recession after the Chrysler Corporation 
declared bankruptcy. The engine plant was shut down in the fall of 2010.

Kenosha claims major innovations in auto history including the steering wheel, 
the seat belt, and the muscle car.  It was in Kenosha in 1902 that Thomas Jeffrey 
made a mass-assembly automobile, the Rambler, a year ahead of Henry Ford.  
Kenosha was also instrumental in the history of worker rights. Auto workers 
in Kenosha unionized in 1933, two years before the United Auto Workers was 
formed.



Here is a list of some of the major developments in automobile history in 
Kenosha:

1900 - A bicycle maker from Chicago, Thomas Jeffrey, buys a factory from the 
Sterling Bicycle Company. He sees little future in making bicycles and decides to 
act on his automobile design experiments.

1902 - Jeffrey produces the Rambler, the second mass-assembly auto made, a 
year after Oldsmobile and a year ahead of Ford. Sales in 1902 were 1,500 
vehicles, a sixth of the automobiles sold in the United States.

1910 - Jeffrey dies, and his son Charles takes over as head of the company.

1915 - There are more than 450 automakers in the United States, and 
Kenosha’s Thomas B. Jeffrey Company is easily in the top 10. Sales peaked in 
1914 at 13,513 vehicles.

1916 - The head of General Motors, Charles Nash, buys the company for $5 
million and renames it Nash Motors.

1933 - Emboldened by federal law allowing works the right to organize, Nash 
Motors workers formed an American Federation of Labor affiliate. Nash said 
he’d throw the keys to the lakeside plant in Lake Michigan before he would 
bargain with a union. He eventually changed his mind, under pressure of federal 
officials.

1935 - Nash workers join the United Auto Workers union, which forms in Detroit 
in May.



1937 - Nash Motors mergers with appliance producer Kelvinator.

1942 to 1945 - Nash Motors makes aircraft engines in Kenosha for the U.S. 
military in World War II.

1946 - Nash Motors has a 9 percent market share, by U.S. auto sales.

1954 - Nash-Kelvinator merges with Hudson Motor Co and creates American 
Motors Corp (AMC).

1954 to 1962 - AMC is headed by George Romney, later Michigan governor and 
failed 1968 Republican presidential candidate. Romney’s focus on small, efficient 
cars, led by the reintroduction of the Rambler, brought limited success. In 1957, 
AMC’s market share was only 2 percent.

1963 - The AMC Rambler is named “Car of the Year” by Motor Trend magazine.

1960s - AMC is at its height in terms of production, making about a half a 
million cars a year, and employing 16,000 or more workers. But market share 
never reached the company goal of 3.7 percent of the U.S. market.

1969 - AMC buys Jeep Corp from Kaiser Motors.

1970 - AMC introduces the Gremlin, billed as the first U.S.-made subcompact.

1970s - AMC models include Ambassador, Matador, Javelin, AMX, Hornet and 
Gremlin. Profits reach $44.5 million in 1973, the best since 1960. But a costly 
three-week strike in 1974 helped push AMC lost revenue in 1975, a year when 
the U.S. auto industry as a whole experienced record profits.



1979 - French automaker Renault bails out the sagging AMC and takes over 
much of the management of AMC.

1983 - The Renault Alliance made at the two Kenosha auto assembly plants wins 
the “Car of the Year” award. But a couple of years, the model is panned by 
consumers and critics as among the worst performing vehicles around.

1987 - Chrysler, led by CEO Lee Iacocca, buys AMC, this time bailing out Renault.

1987 - Iacocca and Chrysler announce the shutdown of auto assembly in 
Kenosha.

December 1988 - Automobile assembly in Kenosha ends after almost 90 years. 
The lakeside plant shuts entirely. Engine assembly keeps a plant a mile inland in 
operation. It becomes known as the Kenosha Engine Plant.

1989 to 2009 - The Kenosha Engine Plant continues to make engines for 
Chrysler, but activity dwindles.

1998 - Germany’s Daimler-Benz and Chrysler merge to form DaimlerChrysler 
AG.

2007 - Daimler AG agrees to sell 80.1 percent of Chrysler to private equity firm 
Cerberus Capital Management, which brings in new management.

2009 - Chrysler goes into bankruptcy protection, and announces plant closings 
that include Kenosha. Italy’s Fiat SpA FIA.MI, takes over management control of 
Chrysler as it emerges as a new company -- Chrysler Group LLC. The Kenosha 
plant remains owned by the former Chrysler, known as “OldCarco.”

2009 - Kenosha city officials, Wisconsin state officials and union leaders piece 
together a task force to keep manufacturing in town. The effort, led by 
Kenosha Mayor Keith Bosman, seeks to raise up to $30 million in federal and 
state funds to clean up the Kenosha plant to remove environmental liability for 
a new owner. The city wants OldCarco to give it the plant. Then it would likely 
lease the plant for $1 a year, and offer tax incentives.



Current Site Situation
The site has finished having all of the structures torn down and has moved 
forward with the government funded clean-up and remediation process.  This 
process only recently started and is expected to take a decent amount of time 
to complete, before any new construction or development can take place.



Previous Lakefront Plant Redevelopment
Called Harbor Park, the 69-acre site includes 400 residential condominiums and 
even two museums. The development can be considered a success on many 
levels, but a key denominator is the increase in land values since the start of 
site redevelopment. Over the length of the project, which stretched from 1989 
to 2003, the value of the site increased to about $50 million. Yet in 1994, a little 
over a third of the way through the project, the wasteland that was to become 
Harbor Park was valued at just $1; the price paid by the city authority for the 
land.

Before Harbor Park, though, the site had had a very different profile and 
purpose. In 1960, it became the location for a new assembly plant operated by 
American Motors Corporation. In 1987, the facility was ultimately purchased by 
Chrysler, which in 1988 went on to close the operation down with the loss of 
approximately 5,000 jobs. Now home to the Harbor Park project, it is a prime 
example of how a former automotive manufacturing site can be adapted for 
later use. Part of the redevelopment was backed by $18.5 million put forward by 
the city authority, but sourcing the required cash remains one of the problems 
stalling other site regeneration projects.



Good Luck!
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